
5 November 2008

My warmest congratulations on your election as the 44th
President of the United States of America!

It was a decisive victory after a long, hard battle. The
American people have answered your call of hope and change.
I recall our meeting at the Senate last year when you sketched
out your vision for America. I am confident that you will be able
to lead America forward towards a better future.

You assume leadership at a time of huge global
challenges. The world needs strong US leadership to overcome
the deepening economic crisis, conclude the Doha Round of
trade negotiations, achieve an international agreement on
climate change and defeat terrorism.

Many issues will claim your attention. May I make a case
for the importance of Southeast Asia to the US, a region which is
not unfamiliar to you. The US has many friends and many
interests in this region, which is happily not a problem region for
the US. We can keep it that way. An ASEAN (Association of
Southeast Asian Nations) with strong ties to the US will help to
keep the peace in the Asia-Pacific.



US-Singapore relations are excellent, underpinned by a
Strategic Framework Agreement on security matters and a high-
quality Free Trade Agreement. You can count on Singapore as
a friend and partner. Next year, Singapore will host the APEC
Leaders Meeting which was inaugurated by President Clinton in
1993. I look forward to welcoming you to Singapore at that time.

Yours S"i".c.cN ~ ;;

Senator Barack Obama
Senator for Illinois
713 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510


