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Prime 
Minister Lee 
Hsien Loong s 
Inaugural 
Visit To The 
Philippines 

If all th ings go we l l , more Singapore 
air carriers, including several new low-
cost carriers, will soon be flying to the 

Phi l ippines of fer ing wider choices and 
cheaper rates for frequent travellers between 
Singapore and the Philippines. This was one 
of the main issues raised between Prime 
Minister Lee Hsien Loong and President 
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo during his recent 
introductory visit to the Philippines. 

PM Lee visited the Philippines on 9-10 
December 2004 as part of his introductory 
visits to ASEAN countries after assuming 
office in August 2004. He was accompanied 
by his wife Madam Ho Ching and Minister for 
Foreign Affairs GeorgeYeo.The main highlight 
of the visit was a "four-eyes" meeting with 
President Arroyo followed by a delegation 
meeting in Malacahang. PM Lee's programme 
inc luded a wrea th- lay ing ceremony at 
the Rizal Monument, 
a f u l l c e r e m o n i a l 
welcome complete 
with a 21-gun salute, 
and a lunch hosted 
by President Arroyo. 
Senate President Hon. 
Franklin Dri lon and 
Speaker of House of 
Representatives Hon. 
Jose De Venecia paid 
courtesy calls on PM 
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e-Chat 
with TERESA HERRERA 
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Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong at BreadTalk with 
Mr Wilson Chu, owner of BreadTalk Philippines 

"One of the foundations of bilateral linkages 
would be the interchange and movement of 
people, not just among tourists but business 
people. And the way to do that is to facilitate 
air linkages so that countries would be linked 
even closer" —Prime Minister Lee 

Lee. PM Lee also took time to visit BreadTalk, 
a successful Singaporean bakery chain with 
outlets in Glorieta and Power Plant Malls. 

Both PM Lee and Pres ident Ar royo 
reaffirmed the close ties between the two 
countries and expressed their commitment 
to strengthening bilateral cooperation in 
the areas of counter-terrorism, economic 
and cu l tura l coopera t ion as wel l as in 
ASEAN integration and deepening ASEAN's 
engagement w i th major powers outside 
the region. 

At the jo int press 
c o n f e r e n c e , PM 
Lee e n c o u r a g e d 
t h e P h i l i p p i n e 
government and its 
agencies to take a 
proactive approach 
to attracting foreign 
d i rec t i nves tmen t 
f r o m S i n g a p o r e 
and other countries 
by showcasing the 
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Cal Carrie's 

top girl Teresa 

H err era currently 

resides in LA. She 

keeps herself 

busy by doing 

TV work and 

taking acting and 

dancing lessons. 

What are your lasting impressions of 
Singapore? 

My lasting impression of Singapore is very 
luxur ious. Life seems so comfor tab le and 
everything is at its best there. 

What's it like to work in Singapore? 

Working in Singapore is exciting. There's a great 
community of locals and expats. 

It's not all work and no play, right? How did you 
spend your free time in Singapore? 

I spend my free time partying with friends and 
hanging out with my pregnant cousin. 

Do you have Singaporean friends? What are 
they like? 

Yes, I have Singaporean friends and they are 
lively and fun! 

What are your most treasured experiences in 
Singapore? 

Chicken rice! Yum! Yum! And also the new 
friends I made during my visit there. 

What are some similarities between the 
Philippines and Singapore? And differences? 

The people... they are very friendly and 
accommodating like Filipinos. 

Its been a while since you worked in 
Singapore. What do you think about acting 
or modeling in Singapore again some day? 

I would love to! 
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opportunities available in the Philippines. He 
urged government and private sector leaders 
to visit Singapore where they could make 
a pitch on investment opportunit ies in the 
Philippines. He added that he had encouraged 
Singapore companies "to look outside" and 
study the prospects in the Philippines, saying 
thaf ' i f there is an opportunity, our companies 
will be there" 

PM Lee expressed his desire to fur ther 
expand air links between the two countries. He 
disclosed that he had urged President Arroyo 
to consider al lowing more Singaporean air 
carriers to fly into Manila as well as expanding 
the bilateral AirTransport Agreement. "One of 
the foundations of bilateral linkages would be 

Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong with President Gloria 
Macapagal Arroyo during a luncheon at the Malacahang 
Palace 

the interchange and movement of people, not 
just among tourists but business people. And 
the way to do that is to facilitate air linkages 
so that countries would be linked even closer" 
he explained. Noting that there were only 70 
weekly flights between Singapore and Manila 
compared to 400 weekly f l ights between 
Singapore and Bangkok and Jakarta, PM Lee 
stressed that a revised AirTransport Agreement 
w o u l d br ing in more tour is ts and boost 
trade relations. Agreeing, President Arroyo 
responded that the Philippine government 
was ready to open Clark International Airport 
to Singaporean low-cost carriers and also 
welcomed the proposal to renegotiate the Air 
Transport Agreement. 

P r e s i d e n t A r r o y o i n v i t e d 
S ingaporean bus inessmen t o 
invest in the Philippines'airports, 
logistics, agrofishery, healthcare 
and t h e smal l and m e d i u m 
enterprises. Noting that Singapore 
was the Ph i l i pp ines ' l ead ing 
trading partner in Southeast Asia 
and the successful joint ventures 
of Singaporean businesses such as 
Singtel,Keppel,Development Bank 
of Singapore and Club Panoly,she 
emphasized that she would re­
activate the "one-stop shop" for 
foreign investments to overcome 
the problem of red tape faced by 
Singaporean investors. 

Referring to the close people to 
people exchanges between the 
two countries, both PM Lee and 
President Arroyo acknowledged 

Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong with Senate 
President Franklin Drilon 

Prime Minister Lee Hsien Loong with House 
Speaker Jose De Venecia 

the cont r ibu t ions of the 80,000 Fil ipinos 
work ing in Singapore. PM Lee said tha t 
Singapore was fortunate to have so many 
talented Filipinos working in the country and 
especially hailed the Filipino nurses as heroes 
in the fight against SARS. 

Singapore is the Philippines'largest investor 
in Southeast Asia and its third largest trading 
partner. Bilateral trade amounted to nearly 
US$5 billion (SS8.3 billion) in 2003, and hit a 
record high of US$5.2 bill ion (S$8.7 billion) 
in 2004. 

Memorandum of Understanding between Ayala Museum and 

Singapore National Heritage Board on Crossings Exhibition 
Labelled as a homecoming of major artworks 
by famous Filipino artists/'Crossings: Philippine 
Works from the Singapore Art Museum" 
showcases, for the first time in the Philippines, 
32 specially selected works by 27 Filipino artists 
at the new and sophisticated Ayala Museum. 
The exhibition will end on 12 June 2005. The 
selected works represent three critical periods 
in the Philippines'evolution as a nation before 
and after World War II (1930s-60s), Martial 
Law (1972-86) and post-EDSA (1986-2000). 
The exhibition features the masterpieces of 
the prolific Fernando Amorsolo, Juan Luna, 
Hernando R. Ocampo, Fabian de la Rosa, 
NunelucioAlvarado,VincenteManansala, Anita 
Magsaysay-Ho,Ang Kiu Kokand others. It also 
includes de la Rosa's captivating portrait of the 
national hero, Jose Rizal, painted in 1902. 

Crossings marks the beginning of a 5-year 
partnership between the Ayala Museum and 
the Singapore National Heritage Board (NHB), 
under the Memorandum of Understanding 
signed by the Chairman of NHB and 
Ambassador-At-Large (AAL) Tommy Koh and 

Chairman of Ayala Corporation and Ayala 
Foundation Don Jaime Zobel de Ayala. To 
commemorate the signing of the MOU and 
the formal launch of Crossings, a Gala Dinner 
was held on 8 November 2004, 
within the premises of the 
museum. 

Crossings is also part of a 
larger exhibition called the 
"Zero-In Transitions" series, 
which is an annual event 
involving four of the most 
prominent museums in the 
Philippines - Ateneo Art Gallery, 
Lopez Memorial Museum, 
Museo Pambata ng Maynila and 
Ayala Museum. 

AAL Tommy Koh, who was 
accompanied bytheCEOof NHB, 
Mrs Lim Siok Peng, also visited major cultural 
and art institutions in Manila. These include 
the National Museum,National Commission for 
Culture and the Arts, Metropolitan Museum of 
Art and the Lopez Memorial Museum. Through 

the MOU and the Crossings exhibition,cultural 
cooperation between the Philippines and 
Singapore is set to grow in the coming years. 

Ayala Foundation chairman Jaime Zobel de Ayala 
and Singapore Ambassador-at-Large and chairman 
of the National Heritage Board Prof. Tommy Koh sign 
the Memorandum of Agreement at the Ayala Museum 
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