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8 September 2001

Do Mabeath

Thank you for receiving me on Tuesday 4 September and
movmg the package forward.

Upon my return, | have briefed Prime Minlster Goh and
Cabinet of our discussions and they have given in-principle approval of
our oral agreement. They have stressed the importance of settllng and
signing the agreement on the whole package.

- You asked me at the end of the meeting whether work on
the bridge can proceed. | said yes, we are unlikely to withdraw our’
offer. On my retum, my secretary had a discussion with the Minister for
National Development and his officials in charge of the bridge and
reclamation project. He leamnt that there are many technical details that
need to be sorted out regarding the bridge and reclamation. As | had
said to you, Singapore will be reclaiming our side neary to the
boundary, and will build our side of the bridge to meet up with the
Malaysian side at the boundary. Officlals of our Ministry of National
Development said that the technical details regarding contour of the
reclamation -and the design of the bridge, and how the two sides of the
bridge would join up have to be sorted out. It is necessary to. settle
- these details before work on the bridge begins as was done when the
two sides buiit the Second Link or the two segments will not meet
smoothly at our intermational boundary. These technical discussions
may take some time, so | suggest that officials in charge of the bridge

. and reclamation project on both sides should begin discussions early on

- these lssues Our officials are ready to meet-up with their Malaysian
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